
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     (b.1954) is a Chinese-born 

painter whose biography reflects a unique 
combination of Old World technical skill and New 
World subject matter. After graduating from Beijing’s 
Central Academy of Drama, where he was profoundly 
influenced by the 19th century Russian masters whose 
impressionistic canvass had inspired the Chinese 
socialist realist school after 1949, Zhang immigrated 
to the U.S. He earned his M.F.A. from Tulane 
University in New Orleans, a city that has long 
welcomed immigrants.  
 Increasingly interested in the world of cowboys, 
Zhang opened a new chapter in his life in 2002 by 
moving to a ranch near Sherman, Texas, a ton of 
38,000 people located 70 miles north of Dallas. 
Given that he was born in the Year of the Horse, 
perhaps it is no surprise that Zhang is completely 
immersed in the ranching lifestyle. Sometimes as long 
as 82 inches, his crisply sunlit paintings underscore 
the symbiotic relationship between cowboys and their 

horses, an interconnection always accompanied by 
dynamic movement, and often by narrative drama. 
Zhang’s vocabulary includes riders dressed in denim 
and leather, huge Texas skies, broad-flanked 
cowponies with sweat glistening from their sides, and 
–of course – lots of cattle.  
 Zhang deftly combines impressionism and 
realism in the Russian and Chinese traditions, even as 
he reminds some viewers of the early 20th century 
Spanish master Joaquín Sorolla or the European- 
trained Americans who created the Taos Society of 
Artists around the same time. The hallmarks shared 
by these traditions include the strong color and 
bravura brushwork seen in Zhang’s Longhorns in Palo 
Duro, a skilled weaving together of landscape, plein 
air, and figure painting that gradually leads our eye 
back toward the horizon above a seemingly 
never-ending arc of cattle. 
 Zhang is represented by McLarry Fine Art (Santa 
Fe) and Southwest Art Gallery (Dallas).

 

Longhorns in Palo Duro (48”x80”) 
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